
The Citizen-Scholar Awards celebrate
their 20th anniversary this year.
During this period, the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association, 
Hawai‘i State Department of Education, and The Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser have joined to honor 840 outstanding 
seniors from public schools across the state and presented 
scholarships fast approaching $900,000.  *  We do this to 
reward students for their achievements inside and outside the 
classroom, but also to recognize their roles as citizen-scholars, 
young people engaged in service to others, to volunteerism, 
and to building a better island community for us all.

*  Each Citizen-Scholar has received a $1,000 scholarship to 
go toward his or her college endeavors. The top student from 
each of the four counties was awarded an additional $2,500. 
Two top seniors, one male and one female representing the 
Class of 2024, received $5,000 more.  *  The Citizen-Scholar 
Awards were established by the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism 
Association in 2005. Now marking its 20th year, this program’s 
uninterrupted success is due to the generosity of HLTA’s 
member-businesses, who support not only the Citizen-Scholar 
Awards but many other scholarship opportunities for high 
school and college students in the islands. In commemoration 
of this significant milestone year, 
Southwest Airlines has graciously 
awarded a round-trip between Hawai‘i and the continental 
United States to each of the honorees.  *  We are indebted 
to the HLTA members; the administration and faculty of the 
Hawai‘i State Department of Education, who are responsible 
for teaching and producing these exceptional students; and the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser, a proud HLTA member that continues 
to bestow much-deserved recognition on the honorees.

*   Congratulations to the Citizen-Scholars of 2024. 
We join in wishing them the very best in their future 
endeavors and are confident they will be making 
many more contributions to our community in the
years to come.
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Angel Martinez Ko
‘Aiea High School

Texas Tech University



Penelope Tupou
Baldwin High School

University of Southern California



Alanna Nicole Rillorta
Campbell High School
Princeton University



Kelsey Kakugawa
Castle High School
Seattle University



Crisca Cudal
Farrington High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Hennessy Arroyo
Hāna High & Elementary School

Saint Louis University, Madrid



Bransen Hatakenaka
Hilo High School

University of Southern California



Kaiah-Lexie Martinez
Honoka‘a High & Intermediate School

Oregon State University



Lawren Pao
Kahuku High & Intermediate School

College - selection pending



Mahalo to the generous HLTA member-sponsors who provided these students with a scholarship to continue their educations.
YEARS SERVED AS SPONSOR:       FOUNDING SPONSOR       10 + YEARS       6–9 YEARS       2–5 YEARS       1 YEAR

Chloe Ishigo
Kailua High School

Washington University in St. Louis



Vuong Kim Ngan Phan
Kaimukī High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

Nikayla N. Centra
Kaiser High School

Ohio State University



Ahryanna McGuirk
Kalāheo High School
University of Virginia



Stephanie Lee
Kalani High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Kayla M.D. Perez
Kapa‘a High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Jake Ishikawa
Kapolei High School

Santa Clara University



Danny Eder
Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elementary School

Hawai‘i Community College



Priscilla Matthews
Kaua‘i High School

Pamona College



Adara D.K.C. Anderson
Ke Kula Kaiapuni ‘O Ānuenue

Kapi‘olani Community College



Xiaoshun “Maria” Sun
Kea‘au High School

University of Michigan



Malina Chiddo
Kealakehe High School
Stony Brook University



Gizelle Rodrigues
King Kekaulike High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Maekayela C. Galam
Kohala High School

University of Nevada, Las Vegas



Lehua Norris
Konawaena High School

Yale University



M. Jee Abara
Lahainaluna High School

University of Hawai‘i at West O‘ahu



Hershey Lei Estacio 
Manuel

Lāna‘i High & Elementary School
Southern Adventist University



Dayson Gonzaga
Leilehua High School
Columbia University





Chelsey Konno
Maui High School

Johns Hopkins University



Jennifer H.Y. Li
McKinley High School

College - selection pending



Elizabeth J. Ryan
Mililani High School

University of Chicago



Tuyen Thai T. Pham
Moanalua High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa





Kilinaheokekai Puhi
Moloka‘i High School

Hawai‘i Community College at Pālamanui



Catalina Naki-Alforte
Nānākuli High & Intermediate School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Lindsey Nicole Julian
Pāhoa High & Intermediate School

College - selection pending



Andie M. Shimizu
Pearl City High School

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa



Sadie Schulz
Radford High School

Liberty University



Jaelynn Thez Agraan
Roosevelt High School

Massachusetts Institute of Technology



Cheydon A.
Naleimaile-Evangelista

Waiākea High School
George Washington University



Kayuga Jade
Garcia de Guzman

Waialua High & Intermediate School
University of Pennsylvania



Angela Mae Laguatan
Wai‘anae High School

University of Hawai‘i at West O‘ahu



Nicole Perpose
Waimea High School

University of Portland



Jarvia Crecia Agbayani
Waipahu High School

University of California San Diego



A D  S PA C E  G E N E R O U S LY  D O N AT E D  B Y

T HE  H LTA
The Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association is the state's largest private 
sector tourism organization, comprised of 700 lodging properties and 

businesses. HLTA represents its membership through education, advocacy, 
and philanthropy. The Hawai‘i Hotel Industry Foundation is a nonprofi t 

organization that serves as the philanthropic arm of the HLTA. Through the 
HHIF, the association perpetuates its longstanding tradition of giving by 

supporting numerous charitable causes throughout the year.

www.hawaiilodging.org

W E  P R E S E N T  &  C O N G R A T U L A T E

Hawai‘i's Citizen-Scholars of 2024

I L L U S T R A T I O N :  “ W A V E ”  B Y  K O N E N  U E H A R A ,  C  1 9 1 0 ,  P U B L I C  D O M A I N

W a i k i k i  B e a c h  W a l k




