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“ One day at dinner Mike Lee ‘had it up to here’ with his wife Ethel. ‘That’s it!’ he 
shouted as he pushed his steak dinner away, went to his room, and slammed the 
door. After 25 years of marriage Mike had never done this before. What suddenly 
pushed him over the edge? It’s simple. His wife Ethel went and had dentures made 
for her 2 years ago, and up until then she was the life of the party. Everyone loved 
her. That is, until the dentures were placed. Ever since it’s been one anxiety filled, 
palm sweating meal after another. See, no one enjoys being around Ethel anymore. 
Her new dentures made her irritable, whiny, depressed, and simply put by one of 
her kids, “‘a pain in the butt’ to be around!” Don’t let this happen to you!

Do you look older than you are?
6  Hidden Dangers Of Tooth Loss  

& Poor Fitting Dentures
 1. Look older than you are?
 2.  Do you know about facial collapse and more rapid aging 

from bone loss?
 3.  Have you been told that you don’t have options; you’re 

stuck with those ill fitting, irritating dentures that pop 
up, gag you, fly out, or get stuck when you eat?

 4. Do you use gobs of adhesive your entire life?
 5.  Have you tolerated the annoyance of getting food stuck 

under your denture at a dinner party?
 6.  Do you avoid the dentist because you are embarrassed 

about your condition?

7 Reasons Why You’ll Love Our Office
1. No guilt dental office. We never scold. We listen.
2.  Pain free dental care. Soft touch dentistry. Sleep 

dentistry available. Wake up to a beautiful smile.
3. Implants at 1/2 price.
4.  Many ways to pay. Flexible payment options.
5. Same day emergency care.
6. Dentistry for diabetics. For you or loved ones.
7. Free report reveals:
“The Shocking Truth About How To Stop Being A Victim 

To Wearing Those Agonizing Dentures Once And For 
All! You Can Have A Million Dollar Smile!”

Call (877) 796-1816 ext. 3, 24 hrs/day to get your free  
report. Or call now to schedule your free consultation:  427-4117

• Free Exam ($200 value) • Free X-Rays
• Free Consultation • Free 2nd Opinion

• Limited to the first 9 to call

•   Do you look older than you are? Lack confidence in your facial appearance or your smile?
•  How to stop being a victim to wearing those agonizing, frustrating, dentures once and for all.
•  Have you ever been embarrassed by your dentures?

Attention: Denture Sufferers...Are You Sick And Tired Of...

Ill Fitting Dentures, Missing & Worn Out Teeth?

A Downtown Dental Group • 1139 Bethel Hon. HI 96813
Across: Hawaii Theater Concert Hall

Call 427-4117 NOW

R ecently, Hawai‘i 
Lodging & Tourism 
Association, Ha-

wai‘i Restaurant Association 
and Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
concluded — very successful-
ly, I might add — the first-ever 
Hawai‘i Hotel & Restaurant 
Show, a trade show exclusive-
ly for the hospitality industry. 

Thousands visited Hawai‘i 
Convention Center May 29-30 
to see the myriad products and 
services from purveyors of 
food and beverages, furniture, 
linens, telecommunications 
equipment, cleaning supplies, 
information technology, and 
much more.

While exposing hoteliers 
and restaurateurs to a range 
of products, the show also 
presented forums on topics 
shaping the industry. Sustain-
ability and technology were 
predominant themes, but the 
seminars also covered food 
safety, employee retention and 
industry trends. Two HLTA 
groups, Women In Lodging & 
Tourism and Engineers Advi-
sory Council, held meetings to 
coincide with the event.

Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
unveiled its app, which alerted 
attendees of the schedule and 
enabled them to exchange or 
access information. In ad-
dition, a reception on the 

first day was capped with an 
auction to support HLTA and 
HRA scholarship funds.

The next Hawai‘i Hotel & 
Restaurant Show has already 
been slated for May 27-28 at 
the convention center next 
year. It will build on the suc-
cess of our inaugural effort, so 
make it a must-see event for 
2020. Judging by the success 
and feedback from our first 
show, I expect that this will 
become a premier industry 
gathering, not only in the is-
lands, but across the Pacific.
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In a previous column, I an-
nounced the Ho‘oilina Schol-
arships, a partnership of HLTA 
and Hawai‘i Tourism Author-
ity, which create a legacy of 
leadership among our young 
people who are pursuing de-
grees in hospitality. 

A committee selected the 
inaugural class of 10 scholar-
ship recipients and feted them 
at a luncheon. 

The program was made 
possible through the support 
of state Senate ways and 
means chairman Donovan 
Dela Cruz and House tourism 
chairman Richard Onishi. 
Both expressed a strong de-
sire to see more local people 

become industry executives, 
and this program is a step in 
that direction. 

HTA president and CEO 
Chris Tatum (a Radford High 
grad), whose first job in tour-
ism was in housekeeping, 
heeded the call and enlisted 
HLTA’s kōkua in crafting the 
initiative. 

The scholarships are open 
to any local public high school 
student pursuing a degree in 
hospitality, tourism or culi-
nary arts at BYU-Hawai‘i, 
HPU or University of Hawai‘i 
at Mānoa’s Travel Industry 
Management School. 

This year’s winning recipi-

ents (who will receive $12,000 
a year for four years) are:

Kari-Ann Akasaki, Pearl 
City: Kari-Ann, an honor stu-
dent, wants to focus on “cul-
tural awareness,” ensuring 
that visitors appreciate and 
respect Hawai‘i’s multicul-
tural society. 

Kailee Chun, Kalani: Kail-
ee’s goal is to open a cafe/bak-
ery that will reflect the islands’ 
family culture and support 
small businesses. 

Keslyn Higa, ‘Aiea: Kes-
lyn, one of the top students 
in her senior class, will apply 
her interest in marketing to 
contribute to the industry and 

promote the uniqueness of the 
aloha spirit in her career.

Janisse Precious Ibana, 
Waipahu: Janisse is a mem-
ber of her school’s Hospitality 
Academy and plans to com-
plement her studies in inter-
national business. She has in-
terned at Atlantis Submarines 
and worked at Zippy’s.

Taylor Ledgerwood, Kai-
ser: Taylor’s passions are tour-
ism, law and the environment, 
and she hopes to combine 
them in her career. She’s a 
host-server at the Elks Lodge 
and has interned at a law firm.

Sarah Lorenzo, Kaiser: 
Scholar-athlete Sarah was an 

All-OIA water polo player 
who has volunteered in our 
Charity Walk. As a Native 
Hawaiian, she aspires to be-
come a leader who will “share 
the uniqueness and culture of 
Hawai‘i.” 

Macy Luke, Moanalua: In-
spired by her mother’s cook-
ing, Macy developed an early 
interest in the culinary arts. 
She wants to utilize her be-
lief in the qualities that make 
growing up in Hawai‘i spe-
cial: family, love and humility. 

Emily Quach, Moanalua: 
Emily, who was at the head 
of her class, will parlay her 
school and community en-
deavors and travel to bring 
“world peace and harmony as 
we steer the rough waters of 
the 21st century.” 

Rhema Wong, Kaiser: 
Rhema wants to blend her 
affinity for preserving and 
enhancing Hawai‘i’s environ-
mental beauty into her work.

Fanglin Xu, Moanalua: 
Fanglin, who speaks multi-
ple languages, stands to be in 
demand in tourism. She envi-
sions herself educating and in-
spiring international visitors, 
and has already discovered an 
enthusiasm for translation and 
cultural exchange.

mufi@mufihannemann.com

Inaugural Hotel, Restaurant Show Is A Hit
ISLAND MATTERS Mufi Hannemann 

(From left, in blue) Donna Charpentier, Theresa Maman, Leida Aguilar, Ben Rand and Kyle Scovill pose with the author at 
their American Hotel Registry booth at the inaugural Hawai‘i Hotel & Restaurant Show. PHOTO COURTESY GREGG HIRATA


