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Why Hiroshima Needs Our Kōkua Now

ny relationship takes
work — an effort by
both parties to make
it meaningful and fulfilling.
The same goes for relationships between governments,
and there’s no better example
than our sister-state and sister-city relationships, those
declarations of friendship
between our governments
and their counterparts in other
parts of the world. While the
ceremonial aspects of these
relationships are a formality, it’s what we put into the
relationships that make them
work.
So it is with the long-standing relationship between Honolulu and Hiroshima City,

which is being brought to
the fore with the recent natural disaster there. (This sister-city link, Honolulu’s first,
dates back to 1959; Hawai‘i
and Hiroshima Prefecture
were bonded as sister-states
in 1997.)
This past July, heavy rains
in Hiroshima Prefecture and
nearby areas caused widespread flooding and landslides, damaging homes and
businesses, and resulting in
the deaths of over more than
100 people and injuries to
scores more.
Like the people of Puna affected by the eruption, thousands of residents of Hiroshima Prefecture have moved to

temporary shelters, and the
recovery will likely cost billions of yen.
While we work to help our
neighbors here, public-spirited people in Hawai‘i with
roots and ties to Hiroshima
are raising money for the
victims and aiding in the recovery effort there, in keeping with the spirit of our relationship.
Called “Hawai‘i for Hiroshima,” the project is being
spearheaded by organizations
with links to Hiroshima. In
the forefront is Wayne Miyao,
who’s leading both the Hiroshima Hawai‘i Sister State
Committee and Honolulu
Hiroshima Kenjin Kai, whose

members trace their ancestral
roots to that prefecture.
Monetary gifts for this
fundraising effort, made out
to “Honolulu Hiroshima
Kenjin Kai,” are tax-deductible and should be sent to
Honolulu Japanese Chamber
of Commerce, 2454 S. Beretania St., Suite 201, Honolulu, HI, 96826. All of the proceeds will benefit Hiroshima
victims.
I believe the people of
Hiroshima would welcome
this expression of enduring
friendship and aloha from
Hawai‘i, and I call upon our
citizens to demonstrate sup- The author and Wayne Miyao visit the Hiroshima Children’s Peace Memorial
port by contributing to this during the 50-year sister-city bond festivities in Japan.
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endeavor.

SAVE 25%OFF
UP
TO

Stressless Floor Models
PLUS, Take An

Additional 10% Off
Spotlight Items

or 12 MONTHS FINANCING

Look for the
Spotlight Tags
for additional
SAVINGS!

With a minimum purchase of $599 & approved credit by 8/13/18.
See store for details.

homeworld.com

KONA
HONOLULU 702 South Beretania St. Ph: 543-5300 • Mon - Fri, 10-7; Sat & Sun, 10-6
PEARLRIDGE 98-107 Kamehameha Hwy. Ph: 488-1065 • Mon - Fri, 10-9; Sat & Sun, 10-6 HILO
MAUI
KAPOLEI 707 Manawai St. Ph: 792-3201 • Mon - Fri, 10-9; Sat & Sun, 10-6
Previous purchases excluded. Discounts cannot be applied to select products and cannot be combined with any
other promotion or discounts. A deposit equal to GE Tax and delivery is required for all ﬁnanced purchases and is
not eligible for this credit promotion. Selection may vary by store. See store for details. Although every precaution is
taken, error in prices and/or speciﬁcations may occur. We reserve the right to correct any errors. Offer ends 8/13/2018.

AUGUST 8, 2018

I feel a special empathy
for Hiroshima because of
my work as director of the
Office of International Relations and Department of
Business, Economic Development & Tourism, then as
Honolulu mayor, took me
there, while we welcomed
delegations to our city as
well. In fact, I’ve described
our two cities as the bookends to World War II, in that
the war in the Pacific began
here at Pearl Harbor in 1941
and ended with the bombing
of Hiroshima in 1945.
In 2009, on the 50th anniversary of our sister-city relationship, then-Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba of Hiroshima
City and a delegation came
here to reaffirm our ties.

Later that year, a Hawai‘i
delegation reciprocated by
visiting Hiroshima City on
a trip organized by Honolulu
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and their Hiroshima
counterpart. Mayor Akiba
made me a Hiroshima City
Special Honorary Citizen,
and I expressed my gratitude, of course, by serenading them with a song they
were very familiar with:
Honolulu City Lights.
It’s worth noting that in
1985, Hiroshima donated
the Hiroshima Peace Bell
to us, located at the Izumo
Taishakyo Mission. In 2001,
the Hiroshima Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and
the Hiroshima government
donated to the Honolulu

Japanese Chamber the torii
(Japanese gateway) standing at the intersection of
South King and South Beretania streets.
Bring Back The Pro Bowl
I was glad to hear Hawai‘i
Tourism Authority is seeking
to attract an NFL preseason
game to Aloha Stadium. As
I’ve been advocating for longer than I care to remember,
we should have proffered this
proposal when we were still
hosting the annual Pro Bowl
to capacity crowds. I said
then that on the years that
the Pro Bowl is played elsewhere, we should have the
option of having a preseason
game here.
That would have given us

an opportunity to negotiate
from a position of strength,
rather than long after the fact,
as is the case now. One need
only look at what Orlando
negotiated successfully from
the NFL when the Pro Bowl
left Hawai‘i for Florida in
2017 — a package deal of
the Pro Bowl and a preseason
game at the same time!
Too bad the aforementioned idea fell on deaf ears.
Nevertheless, let’s hope HTA
is successful in drawing NFL
interest. I know football fans
would love the opportunity
to once again see the pros in
action since more and more
of our local “ homeboys” are
making us proud in the NFL.
mufi@mufihannemann.com

Lic# BC-30215

NEW 2ND
LOCATION
to better serve you!

MIDWEEK

23

ALL IN STOCK
%
50OFF CABINETS

94-101 Malakeke Pl. • 808.671.3388

Bldg A in Waipahu (by the Old Sugar Mill)
Get
Addition
al
30%
of counterto OFF
pm

aterial with
the purcha
se of
insta countertop
Cannot bellation.
with other combined
promos.

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
Blues in the Night, Giallo Fioritto,
New Colonial Cream

180

$

Limited to Stock on hand,
while supplies last, not
combinable with other
promotions, sales are final
on clearance items.

QUARTZ $250
COUNTERTOP
3 side square edge, 9-1/2 feet
EXPIRES 8/31/ 18
*Counter top only.
Cannot be combined with other promos.

OHANA CABINETRY

Lic# BC-30215

Email: sales@ohanabuildingsupply.com • www.ohanabuildingsupply.com
2815 Kaihikapu St. • Ph: 808.833.8338 • Fax: 808.833.8339
* For more information on our promotion, please contact one of our sales associates. Some exclusions apply. Promotions not valid with free granite promo. All sales final no refunds or returns.

Certificate Special

:HOFRPHWRVDYLQJ
ZLWK Aloha.

APY

*

0RQWK7HUP
0LQLPXP•0D[LPXP
/LPLWHG7LPH2IIHU
Own a business? Ask about our Business Certificate Special.

For details, visit DORKDSDFLĆFFRP
or your nearest branch today.

Federally Insured by NCUA

(808) 531-3711

* $QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH<LHOG $3< &HUWLƓFDWHRIIHUYDOLGIURPDQGFDQEHPRGLƓHGRUFDQFHOHGDWDQ\WLPH0XVWEHRSHQHGDWDQ$3)&8RU+1*&8EUDQFK/LPLWRQH&HUWLƓFDWHSHUSULPDU\PHPEHURI$3)&8RU+1*&80HPEHUVKLSUHTXLUHG LQUHJXODUVDYLQJV 
DQG.DOD5HZDUGV&KHFNLQJUHTXLUHG:LWKRXW.DOD5HZDUGV&KHFNLQJ$3<&HUWLƓFDWHZLOOEHRIIHUHG0XVWEHQHZIXQGVGHSRVLWHGIURPDƓQDQFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQRWKHUWKDQ$3)&8RU+1*&83HQDOW\IRUHDUO\ZLWKGUDZDO2WKHUUHVWULFWLRQVPD\DSSO\6HHEUDQFKIRUGHWDLOV

