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A Restaurateur Deserving Of Sweet Honor

uke Baker was
inducted into Hawai‘i Restaurant
Association’s Hall of Fame
on Nov. 19, as one of several restaurateurs to receive
the honor this year.
Duke owns Tex Drive
In, which isn’t a household
name across the state but is
a cherished landmark and
popular eatery on the Big
Island, where it has served
great plate lunches and
sandwiches, as well as its
trademark malasadas, for
decades. It’s one of those
local places that attracts
customers from far and

near, over and over again.
I discovered Tex Drive
In during the 1980s when I
was living in Nā‘ālehu and
working for C. Brewer and
Co. It became one of my
must-stops whenever I was
in the Honoka‘a area. I’ll
also admit that, aside from
the diverse menu, I would
eat there to pick up ideas to
take back to the Punalu‘u
Bakeshop and Visitor Center in Ka‘ū, which I was developing at the time.
Duke was introduced to
Tex Drive In as a customer
many years ago. He loved
it so much that when the

preciates his team of loyal
employees. He looks after
them and pays particular
attention to first-responders in uniform and to veterans and men and women
who serve our country, as he
himself did during the Vietnam War.
He loves the islands and
now splits his time between
his adopted home and the
mainland. He tells me he
wants to be a part of Tex
The author with Hawai‘i Restaurant Association’s 2018 Hall of Fame inductee
Drive In forever, and hopes
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his children or grandchilbusiness came up for sale to keep this special island dren can run the restaurant
nine years ago, he bought it tradition alive. He is a car- when he’s gone. So do yourand expanded its operations ing restaurateur who ap- self a favor the next time

you are on the Big Island:
Take a leisurely scenic ride
to Honoka’a to check out
the ono-licious malasadas
of Tex Drive In.
I also visited the Big Island a few weeks ago for
the blessing of something
called Project HiEHiE,
which I had mentioned in a
prior column.
HiEHiE is operated by
Project Vision Hawai‘i,
and consists of a mobile
hygiene trailer with private
bathrooms and toilets that
has been placed at the Puna
microhousing units managed by HOPE Services
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Hawai‘i. The housing units
don’t have plumbing, so
through Hawai‘i Lodging
& Tourism Association’s
charitable arm, Hawai‘i
Hotel Industry Foundation,
we contributed an initial
$5,000 to fund its operation
and maintenance.
But that trailer needed to
return to O‘ahu and serve
the homeless here. So another unit was commissioned,
with HLTA donating an additional $15,000. We know
that given all the folks that
it has helped thus far and
with more organizations,
like LDS Charities, contributing significant dollars that
many more will be reached
as a result of this new mobile unit. Kudos to Project
Vision executive director

Annie Valentin, HOPE Services Hawai‘i CEO Brandee
Menino, and newly elected
County Councilwoman
Ashley Kierkiewicz for
their outstanding collaborative efforts in making
Project HiEHiE a success.
Returning to the topic
of eateries, while I was in
Hilo, I stopped at another
Hawai‘i Restaurant Association Hall of Famer, Ken’s
House of Pancakes. The
dining institution is still
as popular as ever and is a
terrific place to dine when
visiting that island. It’s one
of those places where not
only are you overwhelmed
by the yummy food but
the service and hospitality
is down-home local style.
From the matriarch of the
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business, Frances Ching, to
her daughter, Debbie Ching
Maiava, who runs the dayto-day operations, to the
hard working employees —
the spirit of aloha is alive
and well!
  
A Marvelous Legacy
Lives On
While “iconic” is an
overused word these days,
it is perfectly appropriate to
describe Stan Lee, the purveyor of comic book superheroes who was an influential figure in pop culture for
generations of Americans.  
I recall immersing myself in tales of Spider-Man,
Captain America, Iron Man,
Fantastic Four, Thor, Hulk,
Nick Fury and other Marvel comic book characters.

These childhood literary
experiences helped developed a passion for reading,
which made it easy for me
to heed my mom’s admonition to borrow books regularly from Kalihi-Pālama
Public Library. The art, the
exciting adventures and the
moral lessons of the characters provided hours of
entertainment long before
Star Wars and special effects were introduced in the
movies. In recent years, the
Marvel figures have become
mainstays of motion pictures
— many of them blockbusters attracting new fans to the
genre and ensuring that Lee’s
name and legend will live on
for decades to come.
mufi@mufihannemann.com
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You can also call now to reserve a spot at a neighborhood meeting to
learn more:
ZIPPY’S VINEYARD
59 N. Vineyard Blvd.
Dec. 3 at 10 a.m.
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THE FILIPINO
COMMUNITY CENTER
94-428 Mokuola St.
Dec. 4 at 10 a.m.

RUBY TUESDAY
MILILANI
95-1249 Meheula Pkwy
Dec. 5 at 10 a.m.
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